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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on November 17, 2008 has been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 20-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Freeman et 
al (US Publication No. 2007/026980). 

Concerning claims 20 and 25, Freeman discloses an email server for performing 
automatic capture archiving of electronic documents in a network environment , at least one 
client computer in the network environment being coupled over a network to at least one 
document management workstation having at least one storage disposed to receive electronic 
copies of documents transferred over the network, the at least one document management 
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workstation being in communication with at least one of a copy (40), print (80) and facsimile 
(50) operation, the email server being operatively disposed to receive a copy of every email 
document transferred over the network from the at least one client computer, each email 
document being transferred over the network in response to a single user input command (50, 
Fig.l); cause electronic image data to be generated for each received copy of an email document, 
the electronic image data being generated in a format acceptable for storage in the at least one 
database for the at least one document management workstation, and cause the generated 
electronic image data to be stored in the at least one storage to perform capture archiving of the 
email document; wherein the at least one storage further comprises image data from capture 
archiving of electronic document images from the at least one of a copy, print and facsimile 
operation; wherein the aforementioned steps are carried out transparent to the user and without 
further input from the user notwithstanding the single user input command, wherein the 
aforementioned steps are carried out at substantially a time that the email document is transferred 
over the network (Fig.l; Abstract; paragraphs 0012-0016, 0018-0019, 0032-0033, 00360037, 
0039-0040, 0046, 0051-0052, 0063, 0075-0076, 0085-0086, 0101-0105). The email server 
further forward each copy to a document management device to generate electronic image data 
for each copy of an email document, the electronic image data being generated in a format 
acceptable for storage (paragraphs 0016, 0018, 0033, 0051-0052, 0080, 0085). 

Freeman does not directly teach a database to store electronic copies of document 
transferred over the network. However, Freeman teaches "Every document created and every 
document send to a person or entity is stored in a main stream." It would have been obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to consider the main stream taught in 
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Freeman equivalent to a database claimed since both of them stored electronic copies of 
documents transferred over the network which results in the same result. 

Freeman does not specifically teach the automatic, unconscious archiving the images of 
the email documents transmitted over the network However, it is noted that the images of the 
email document transmitted over the network are in the form of the electronic images like the 
electronic documents (paragraph 0013), electronic versions (paragraph 0080), electronic checks, 
deposits, securities transactions, reports (paragraph 0089) are all stored in the main stream so that 
data is widely and automatically accessible anywhere and compatibility access platforms 
(paragraph 0018). Freeman teaches, "the location and nature of file storage is transparent to the 
user, archiving is automatic while the documents can include text, pictures, animations, software 
programs or any other type of data (Abstract). In addition, "Users create documents by means of 
the new and clone operations. New creates a new, empty document and adds the document to 
the main stream. Clone duplicates an existing document and adds the duplicate to the main 
stream... Documents can also be created indirectly through the transfer operation. The transfer 
operation copies a document from one stream to another stream." (paragraph 0036) and "The 
server is the workhorse of this embodiment handling one or more streams by storing all main 
stream and sub-stream documents." (paragraph 0046) and "all mail messages, both incoming and 
outgoing, are intermixed with other documents in the stream. . ." (paragraph 0085). It would 
have been obvious of one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to consider the 
storing or archiving of the images of the email documents (copies, duplicated or cloning of the 
email documents) is automatic or unconscious archiving since Freeman teaches that the storing 
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of the electronic documents in the main stream (and not sub-streams) is automatic and 
transparent to the user (paragraph 0012). 

Concerning claim 21, the last least one of the copy, print and facsimile operation 
comprises at least one of a copier operation, printer operation, and facsimile machine operation 
that archived image data for at least one of the copier operation, printer operation and facsimile 
operation (40,50, 80, Fig.l). 

Claim 22 and 29 are method claim of apparatus claims 20 and 25. Claims 22 and 29 are 
rejected for the same rationales set forth for claims 20 and 25. 

Concerning claim 23-24, 26-28 and 30-32, Freeman et al further teaches the method of 
claims 22 and 29, wherein causing the collected image data of every email to be stored 
comprises storing at least one of an origin address and destination address for an email 
(paragraphs 0096-0098), (claim 23); causing the collected image data of every email to be stored 
comprises storing at least one of a date of transmission and time of transmission for an email 
(Figs.4-5; Abstract; paragraphs 0001, 0033, 0034, 0036, 0058, 0072, 0086), (claim 24); the 
destination comprises a destination client system (paragraphs 0019, 0032, 0046-0047), (claims 
26, 30); the email document comprises an email document that was at least one of received and 
sent (paragraphs 0037, 0038, 0051, 0085-0086, 0105), (claims 27 and 31); the at least one 
database is configured to store image data that was archived from at least a copier operation, a 
printer operation and a facsimile machine operation (paragraphs 0051, 0052, 0062-0065, 0075- 
0076, 0085-0086), (claims 28, 32). 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Oberhaus et al (US Patent No. 6,983,308) discloses a mail synchronization of 
remote and local mail systems with an electronic mail-boxes used to store electronic mail 
over a network wherein the synchronization of two different electronic mailboxes can be 
performed automatically in a two-way manner without user interaction. 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Madeleine AV Nguyen whose telephone number is 571 272- 
7466. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00am-5 :30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on 571 272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Madeleine AV Nguyen/ Madeleine AV Nguyen 
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